CLAMS: a generic method for organising biomolecules on the surface of water-soluble microcrystals 
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[image: image1.emf]The discovery of a novel three-dimensional crystal lattice mediated self-assembly process (CLAMS) that leads to spontaneous formation of biomolecule-coated microcrystals will be described. This has been used to immobilise native peptides, proteins and DNA onto the faces of water-soluble crystals made from materials such as inorganic salts, amino-acids and sugars. The mechanism of the process and the insight it provides into biomolecule-substrate interfaces will be discussed.  Biomolecule coated micocrystals are straightforward to produce and are expected to provide a valuable system for fundamental study as well as practical uses in areas such as drug-delivery.

