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Abstract

Biomaterials are widely used as implantable devices such as catheters and joint
replacements. Infection is a serious problem and conventional preventative
measures are not always effective. Antimicrobial biomaterials seem to be the
answer, but despite positive laboratory # Lo ' ,L:-f
evaluation, few have been successful in 1 :
clinical use. The pathogenesis of
Biomaterials — Related Infection (BRI) will be
presented and the challenges facing
antimicrobial biomaterials will be discussed.
The principles on which clinical success
depends will be explored and some
examples of success and failure will be given.
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